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Topics for January 15th

§ Overview: Recreational fisheries and related 
infrastructure

§ The road to healthy fish stocks
§ Management after rebuilding
§ Specific Case Study: Striped Bass
§ Great Lakes
§ Paying for Management
§ Tying it all together



Objectives

§ Convey that sound fishery development is 
predicated on sound fisheries management

§ Convey the U.S. experience in managing saltwater 
fisheries.

§ Outline the importance and contribution of 
recreational fishing activities to the economy.

§ Offer insights into successes and mistakes. 



THE RECREATIONAL FISHING 
COMMUNITY IS DIVERSE:

Direct

ØAnglers
ØRetailers
ØManufacturers
ØSupporting Industry
ØAngling Groups
ØTrade Organizations
ØEtc.



THE RECREATIONAL FISHING 
COMMUNITY IS DIVERSE:

Associated

ØTourism Councils
ØChambers of Commerce
ØHotels, Motels, Restaurants
ØPetrol Stations
ØEtc.



Saltwater Recreational Fishing 
is Good for the U.S. Economy

(nationwide, age 16+ in 2001)

§ 9.1 million anglers
§ 91million angler days
§ $ 31 billion economic 

output
§ Employment: 300,000 jobs
§ Taxes Paid: $1.9 billion

(wage and sales taxes)

Source: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; U.S. Bureau of Census
(except for output estimates)



Tourism Dollars Associated 
With Saltwater Recreational Angling

§ Retail Sales = $2.5 billion
§ Economic Output = $6.5 billion
§ Wages = $1.7 billion
§ Jobs = 66,933

Non-resident angler expenditures, 2001, age 16+



Saltwater Recreational Fishing 
is Important to Local Economies 

Maryland Recreational Fisheries
(2001 saltwater only, age 16+)

§ 370,000 anglers
§ 3.2 million angler days
§ $641 million economic  

      output
§ Employment: 7,000 jobs

Source: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; U.S. Bureau of Census
(except for output estimates)



Anglers/industry also help to
pay for management:

Annual Sport Fishing Revenue
Contributed to Management

in the U.S.*

License dollars: $491 million

Excise Taxes: $293 million
($156 million to states)

* Includes saltwater & freshwater



The Road to Healthy Fish Stocks:
Marine Management Infrastructure



3-200 miles - “EEZ”
(federal management)

0-3 miles - state
                  waters

Marine Fisheries Management 
•State
•Interstate
•Federal



Fishery Management Process-Federal
(3-200 miles offshore)

•National Marine Fisheries Service - highly migratory species

•Regional Fishery Management Councils 
•Representatives of each coastal state in the region; commercial 
and recreational fishing sectors, conservation community.

•Binding Legislation
•Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Management Act
•Endangered Species Act
•Others

Federal Level



Fishery Management Process-Interstate

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
•15 Atlantic Coast States
•Plan implementation bound by the Atlantic Coastal Fishery 
Cooperative Management Act of 1993 (carrot/stick approach)

Interstate Level



Case Study:
Fall and Rise of Striped Bass



1. Adults enter Chesapeake 
Bay in winter/early spring

4. Juveniles migrate 
to ocean in 2-5 years

2. Adults spawn in 
freshwater tributaries
April-June

5. Adults migrate 
along coast for 
2-6 years prior
to first spawning

3. Juveniles spend
2-5 years in
estuarine
habitat

LIFE CYCLE OF STRIPED BASS



Management Successes 
Impact Recreational Fishing

Atlantic Coast Striped Bass:
A Management 
Success Story



DECLINE OF ATLANTIC COAST
STRIPED BASS 



As the striped bass stock rebounded,
so did the fishery
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Average trip expenditures for MD*:
•$ 336 Charter Boat
•$ 180 Private/rental boat
•$ 154 Shore

* For anglers reporting expenditures





Other fisheries have also rebounded with 
better management



FISHERIES DEVELOPENT 
IN THE GREAT LAKES



Great Lakes

§ 1950’s – 60’s
– Fish stocks devastated by sea lamprey and 

commercial overfishing.  Collapse of top 
predator populations

– Habitats stressed by pollution

– Cuyahoga River “caught on fire.”



Great Lakes

§ 1960’s – 70’s
– Decision made by many states to manage 

stocks for recreational fisheries

– Salmon introduced, lake trout and walleye 
restoration begun

– 1972 Clean Water Act passed



The Result:
Economic Importance of Great Lakes 

Recreational Fisheries in 2001

1.8 million anglers (age 16+)

        Expenditures:

Food/lodging: $309 million

Transportation: $158 million

Other Trip Costs: $308 million

Equipment $498 million

TOTAL: $1.3 billion in trip and 
equipment expenditures



Sport Fish Restoration Act

§ First implemented in 1950’s to address 
declining fisheries and habitats

§ Provides funding for:
–  State agencies for sport fish management
– Wetlands restoration projects
– Boating safety
– Outreach and education

§ Annual funding approximately $300 million
§ Also protects state fish license dollars



Angler participation has 
doubled since the 1950’s
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Funding of the Sport Fish 
Restoration Program
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Conclusion:

Tying it all together



•Photo by Dave Kenyon; Provided by MI Sea Grant


